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oLa vie devant nouso
or motherhood In
Africa today

Four CFI TV partners have joined forces to
create a magazine on the theme of mother-
child relationship.

For several months, CFl managers had the idea of
harnessing its partnersd drive to produce an African
magazine together. This led to the beginning of a new
adventure called oLa vie devant nous6 in December
2004 in Gabon. As part of a training course organised
by CFl and the CIRTEF (International Council of French-
Speaking Radio and Televisions), a team from national
TV channel RTG2
worked on a 26-
minute programme on
the subject of mother-
child relationships in
Africa. After viewing
this programme, it
transpired that the
theme was strong
enough to make
. an entire series
combining several TVs
| in Western and Central
Africa. The project of
eight oLa vie devant nous6 programmes, in partnership
with the TV channels of Benin (ORTB), Niger (ORTN),
Cameroon (CRTV) and of course Gabon, was thus
launched.

First of all, four directors working for these TVs

were selected to work on the writing of sequences
illustrating each programme. Their training took
place in June at the CIRTEF unit in Niamey, Niger.
Then, in July, they each teamed up with an editor,
sound engineer and cameraman, to make up four film
crews. After a training course with three CFl experts,
the crews went back home to film four to five-minute
sequences for inclusion in the programmes.

By the end of the year, the teams will have worked

on the final cut of the magazines: filming the studio
sequences and editing, in collaboration with various
African CIRTEF centres. Monthly broadcasting has been
scheduled to start on national TVs beginning 2006.
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CFl is heralding the autumn with an African
theme, bringing professionals and experts on
African TV together for a special conference on

15 September focussing on 0TV issues in Africaé at
the French Senate.

For this event, we have invited around fifteen
foreign speakers, mainly from the African
continent, in order to gain a grasp of the
perspectives and expectations for African TV and
their viewers.

This is an important moment for CFl which is
expected to lead to the drawing up of goals
for new cooperation in TV, in an ever-changing
cultural and economic environment.

We will obviously be giving you a roundup of
these debates in the next issue of Focus!

Jean Mino
Managing Director of CFlI

3 guestions for
Pierre Block de Friberg,

Programme Director of CFI

Why put together a magazine on mother-child
relationship?
Today, in Africa, many TVs have started programmes
with a health or medical focus. But there werenit any
programmes specifically for women and about mother-
child bonding.

What is the aim of this magazine?

The aim is to decipher what bonds mothers to
their children, from birth through to adolescence,
taking examples from various countries in Africa. It is
also to get several CFI TV partners working together
on a joint project.

What themes will be addressed during the

programmes?

Education, vaccination, fashion, adolescence and
sexuality to name but a few. Each TV that participates
in the project will film a different sequence for each
programme. Each theme is thus viewed from various
angles. This diversity is what makes oLa vie devant
nouso so enriching.
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